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KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, Miss. (AFPN) -- 
Chaplain (Capt.) Ken Fisher, left, gives Master Sgt. 
Nicole Pearson and her 1-year-old daughter, Olivia a 
present. Captain Fisher was part of a group of Laughlin 
Air Force Base, Texas, that donated toys to children 
here. Sergeant Pearson is with the 81st Surgical 
Operations Squadron. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Kemberly Groue)  
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AF News Service Link, 15 Dec 05 

Hurricane-ravaged Keesler gets toy delivery 

 E-mail story

http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123013595 
 
by Susan Griggs 
81st Training Wing Public Affairs  
 
12/15/2005 - KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, Miss. (AFPN) -- Christmas is going to be a little 
brighter for some children at this Hurricane Katrina-ravaged base after people at two bases 
delivered more than 250 gifts.  
 
A group from Hurlburt Field, Fla., donated more than 102 gifts Dec. 13. On Dec. 9, a group from 
Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas, donated 150 gifts.  
 
"Although this started as a chapel project, it developed into a basewide effort," said Pete 
Gorczok, parish coordinator at Laughlin. "Chaplain (Capt.) Ken Fisher was deployed from 
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Laughlin to Keesler right after Hurricane Katrina and was deeply aware of the base's needs.  
 
The toy collection project was suggested by Farah Gibb, president Laughlin’s Protestant Women 
of the Chapel. She got the ball rolling.  
 
"Chief Master Sgt. Ted Pilihos, our command chief, has family in south Mississippi who lost 
their home. He was instrumental in getting our First Sergeants Council involved," Mr. Gorczok 
said. "Then the first sergeants at Hurlburt Field (Fla.) joined in.  
 
"We had three Angel Trees -- one at each of our two chapels and another at the base exchange," 
Mr. Gorczok added. "We had 200 hand-decorated angel ornaments -- 100 for Laughlin children 
and 100 for Keesler children.”  
 
He said the first sergeants at Hurlburt Field collected the toys.  
 
Captain Fisher, Chief Pilihos, Mr. Gorczok and Ms. Gibb were part of the Laughlin group that 
brought the toys here. As part of their visit, they toured nearby areas devastated by the hurricane.  
 
"Lots of people have worked really hard on this," Captain Fisher said. "It's great to see the Air 
Force family work together to support each other in times of tragedy.  
 
“Events like this help solidify why serving our nation and one another is such an awesome 
privilege and opportunity," he said. 
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INSIDE THE AIR FORCE - www.InsideDefense.com - December 16, 2005 
 
Katrina leaves $900 million wake at Mississippi base 
KEESLER AFB OFFICIALS AIMING TO RETURN TO FULL OPERATIONS IN A 
YEAR 
 
It will take up to a year for an Air Force base in the Gulf Coast region to be restored to full operational status 
after being hit by Hurricane Katrina and sustaining $900 million in damage, according to a base spokeswoman. 
Lt. Col. Claudia Foss told Inside the Air Force in a Dec. 14 e-mail that the late-August hurricane damaged 95 
percent of the infrastructure on Keesler Air Force Base, MS. 
Foss said the money to repair the base has come from congressional appropriations through emergency supplemental 
spending bills. “To date, we have had two supplemental bills passed and a third is awaiting passage by 
Congress,” she told ITAF. “Additionally, we will need a fourth supplemental to receive the full funding. The funding 
is from the following appropriations: operations and maintenance; military construction; military personnel; military 
family housing; defense health program; and investment.” 
There were 14 training facilities damaged by the storm, Foss added. Two of the training facilities, Garrard and 
McClellan halls, are non-operational due to water damage, and Keesler’s Training Aids Facility suffered roof and 
structural damage. 
“Water intrusion caused major ceiling, wall and floor damage and extensive mold growth,” Foss said. “Other 
training facilities have minor damage.” She estimated that about 9 percent of the training space is unusable. 
Along with the training complexes, facilities used by 403rd Wing, an Air Force Reserve tenant unit, were 
damaged. Foss said the wing’s headquarters will require extensive renovation, while aircraft hangers and 
maintenance 
facilities are being evaluated to determine “if they are a total loss.” 
One precaution Keesler officials took before Katrina roared through was removing all aircraft from the base, 
Foss said. Aircraft on the base, which included the Aerial Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, the WC-130J 
“Hurricane 
Hunters,” and a tactical airlift unit, were moved to Dyess AFB, TX and Ellington Field, TX, respectively. One 
of the aircraft, the Hurricane Hunter, provided data to weather forecasters at the National Hurricane Center in Miami 
during the storm, she said. 
The wing’s WC-130Js, specialized for weather reconnaissance missions, and the C-130J-30s, which are 
stretched C-130Js, were flown to Dobbins AFB, GA, after the hurricane. There, they continued dual missions of 
hurricane reconnaissance and tactical airlift. The airlift equipment and personnel for the aircraft returned to Keesler 
Nov. 2, Foss said. 
Another tenant unit at Keesler, the 45th Airlift Squadron, sent five of its C-21A aircraft to their parent wing at 
Little Rock AFB, AR. Student pilots scheduled for training were sent back to their home station and returned to 
Keesler after training resumed 34 days after the storm. No training time was lost, Foss said. 
Two administrative facilities, the Consolidated Support Facility and Base Contracting are closed until major 
repairs can be made, according to Foss’ e-mail. Of 1,820 housing units, 1,000 were flooded and are deemed 
uninhabitable. 
The basement of Keesler Medical Center, the second largest hospital in the Air Force, was flooded with four 
feet of water. The flooding also damaged the first floor and forced the hospital to close, Foss said. 
However, she said, the base’s classroom and dormitory buildings did not sustain much damage because they 
were built to withstand 170 mph winds. According to the National Hurricane Center, when Katrina hit the 
Louisiana- 
Mississippi coast it was a Category 3 hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 125 mph. 
After the hurricane, Foss said Keesler senior leaders examined the damage and decided to evacuate those who 
did not have a mission on the base. As a result: 
• 2,400 students and critical patients left the base; 
• 1,100 students were evacuated to Sheppard AFB, TX; 
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• Students who were later sent to their gaining units -- the units that gain personnel when the students are 
transferred -- will return to Keesler to complete their training, while those who were a few days away from 
graduating 
received their Air Force specialty; 
• 1,300 airmen, who were at Keesler for advanced courses, were processed at Maxwell, AFB, AL, and returned 
to their home station; 
• 108 patients and family members flew to Wilford Hall in San Antonio, TX; 
• 104 residents went to that same facility while waiting for an assignment in other Graduate Health Training 
programs. 
It will take a year for the base to fully return to normal, but its primary mission, technical training, resumed for 
five career fields three weeks after the storm, Foss said. Those five specialties, which include weather, enlisted 
aircrew, air traffic control, combat controller and ground radio courses began training six months sooner than 
expected, she said. 
“The return to training was accelerated because some of the training facilities received little damage at all,” she 
noted. Foss added Keesler is the only Air Force base that has the simulator equipment to teach those five critical 
specialties. 
By next spring, 90 percent of the base’s technical training facilities should be back, Foss said. The real 
challenge base officials face in bringing technical training to full operational status is providing personnel 
housing. 
Keesler officials are evaluating the lessons learned from the hurricane. One action officials plan to take is 
improving communication between the base and the Federal Emergency Management Agency, she said. 
In addition, Foss added, base officials will “continue to improve facilities to withstand hurricane force winds 
and, where possible, relocate families located in flood zones.” -- Libby John 
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Student dies year after crash 
By ANITA LEE 

SUN HERALD 

The struggle to regain a normal life ended Thursday for Alyssa Taylor, left in a coma more than 
a year ago by a drunken driver. 

Taylor's mother, Ann Taylor, said Alyssa, 19, died at Walter Reed Army Hospital in Maryland. 

"She was so strong for so long," Taylor said in a telephone interview. "It's been a long year and 
she fought for a long time." 

Alyssa Taylor also leaves behind her father, Alvin, and 14-year-old brother, Tony. 

The Taylors were living in D'Iberville when Alyssa's vehicle was hit head-on Oct. 1, 2004, by a 
16-year-old driving drunk on Interstate 10. Alyssa was on her way home from Loyola University 
in New Orleans. 

She endured numerous surgeries and spent more than three months in intensive care at Keesler 
Medical Center. She was released in a vegetative state to a specialty hospital, then eventually 
allowed to go home. 

Ann Taylor resigned her job to devote herself full time to her daughter's care. The Alyssa Taylor 
Fund was established at Hancock Bank to help with medical expenses. 

After Hurricane Katrina hit, the family was forced to evacuate to Maryland so that Alyssa could 
receive medical care. 
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Pilot flying over adversity  

Saturday December 17, 2005  
Page A1 & A7  
By Jeff Mullin, Senior Writer 
CNHI News Service - By Jeff Mullin 
Senior Writer 
 
Life has not been easy for Austin Mosher. 
In his life he has undergone six operations, including open-heart and stomach surgery. 
He is facing his seventh surgery next week. 
As if that weren't enough, Austin Mosher has Down syndrome. 
By the way, he is only 21 months old. 
He has not, however, let anything get him down. His parents say he is a good-natured 
baby, and his smile lights up the room. 
Austin must take after his father, 1st Lt. Shawn Mosher. Upon graduating from high 
school near Syracuse, N.Y., in 1997, Mosher was told his Scholastic Aptitude Test 
scores were not good enough to get him into the Air Force Academy. So he attended a 
California prep school, then went to a college in upstate New York, then to the Air Force 
Academy prep school. 
"It took me two years to get into the academy after graduating in '97, and it took me 13 
SATs and five ACTs to get accepted," said Mosher. 
"He doesn't give up," said his wife, Abby. 
Further evidence of Mosher's perseverance is the fact Friday he graduated from pilot 
training at Vance Air Force Base, receiving his wings as part of Class 06-03. 
It has taken Mosher 21 months to complete a process that normally takes just over 12. 
And he did it despite concerns about his son's incurable, life-threatening disease. 
"A lot of people in the world allow any kind of adversity to get them down," said Lt. Col. 
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J.J. Hokaj, commander of the 32nd Flying Training Squadron. "They blame their 
problems on other people or on their circumstances. He has not allowed that to become 
a factor in anything he's done." 
Most student pilots are worried about what follow-on aircraft they will be assigned to 
after graduation. Most have one airplane in mind and are disappointed if they don't get 
their first choice. Not Mosher. Instead of an aircraft, he had a base in mind, and would 
have been more than disappointed had he not gotten his first choice. 
During Class 06-03's recent assignment night, Mosher learned he would be flying the C-
21, the military version of the Learjet, out of Scott AFB near St. Louis. He requested that 
assignment because St. Louis Children's Hospital is one of the largest pediatric lung 
hospitals in the nation. 
Austin, who uses supplemental oxygen much of the time and has a feeding tube in his 
stomach, suffers from pulmonary hypertension, a rare disorder of the lung in which 
pressure in the pulmonary artery (the blood vessel that leads from the heart to the 
lungs) is above normal levels, restricts breathing and can cause heart failure. PH occurs 
in some two people per million every year. 
The Moshers learned something was wrong with Austin the day Shawn began pilot 
training at Moody Air Force Base in Valdosta, Ga., in March 2004. 
"I had a phone call from her saying, 'Shawn, there's something wrong with our baby,'" 
said Mosher. 
Weeks later, Austin was born. He weighed 2 pounds, 13 ounces and was 16 inches 
long. His mother had carried him only 36 weeks. 
Thus began an odyssey of doctor's appointments and surgeries in Jacksonville, Fla., a 
two-hour drive from Valdosta. In the meantime, Shawn was continuing his pilot training. 
And Austin isn't the Mosher's only child. Daughter Asiya, 8, is now a third-grader at 
Eisenhower Elementary School. 
"She was doing it by herself," said Mosher of Abby. "Every time a surgery came up they 
pulled me from training." 
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He was given the option of taking an extended period off from training, or of giving up 
his quest for his wings altogether. 
"I guess we just stuck through it because ..." Shawn began, "It had to get done 
sometime," Abby continued. 
So in fits and starts, Mosher continued his training. 
"I've had my share of hooks," said Mosher, using the pilot's term for an unsatisfactory 
flight. 
His six-month stint at Moody stretched to 14 months, during which he was "washed 
back" through four pilot training classes. He wound up with 20 unsatisfactory rides in the 
T-6A Texan II and graduated in the lower third of his class. 
"I think typically people graduate from the T-6 program with 85 hours," said Mosher. "I 
graduated with 122." 
Moody has no follow-on pilot training, so all graduates must move on to other bases. 
"Moody never sends people to Vance," said Abby Mosher. "They specifically sent us to 
Vance because this is the only base that would accept him (Austin) medically." 
The Moshers were turned down by all other pilot training bases. When the rest turned 
the Moshers down, Vance accepted them. 
"I don't think they thought I could do it," said Mosher. 
It hasn't been easy at Vance, either, particularly when he learned without treatment or a 
lung transplant, Austin would have two years or less to live. 
Through it all, Mosher never asked for any special treatment. He also didn't want his 
instructors or classmates to know about his son's condition. 
"I didn't want people to know, when I was flying," said Mosher. "Usually, when you tell 
an instructor you're suffering these problems, they treat you different. I didn't want pity." 
"It is absolutely a grueling program the entire year," said Capt. Alan Baum, Mosher's 
flight commander in the T-1 squadron. "There are 12-hour days here and then studying 
at home. For him to go home and have health issues with his son requires a little more 
parenting than most parents are required to do. He's done a good job under the 
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circumstances he's been put under." 
Mosher received no special treatment, said Hokaj, but perhaps got some extra help not 
because of his situation, but of who he is. 
"He's worked awfully hard," said Hokaj. "Nobody gave him anything because of his 
situation, but because of his perseverance we did perhaps do some extra work with 
him." 
The Moshers won't have long to celebrate Shawn's graduation. They leave Sunday for 
St. Louis, where Austin will undergo a heart catheterization and have an intravenous 
line placed in his heart so he can receive medication to help combat his PH, medication 
he will have to take the rest of his life. Shawn must report Jan. 9 to his new post at 
Scott. 
And in a month the couple will welcome a new baby, another boy. 
Through it all, Austin is "The happiest kid I've ever seen," said Abby. "When he's getting 
testing done, when he's at the doctor's office, anything, he's just happy." 
Mosher said Austin's illness has changed his perspective. 
"It helped us mature so fast that it helped us realize what is really important in life," said 
Mosher. "We love each other very much. Our kids mean everything to us, and it's all 
about our family."  
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1st Lt. Shawn M. Mosher of Scott Air Force Base Ill., gives a hug to his expecting wife 
Abby after receiving his wings during a graduation program for Class 06-03 the Vance 
Air Force Base Auditorium Friday. The couples' 21-month-old child Austin was born 
prematurely and has Down syndrome. (Staff Photo by ANDY CARPENEAN)  
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